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At the Anniverſary Meeting of the Surety 
for the Propagation of the Goſpel in 


Foreign Parts, in the Veſtry-Room of 


Se. Mary-le-Bow, on Friday the 200 
M8 of February, L740-E. 


Greed, That the” Thanks - of the 


his Sermon preached this Day before the 


Philip Bearcroft Secretary, 


SocisnTy be given to the Right 
Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Oxford, tor 


0 


Soc E TY; and that his E be de- 
ſired to Print the lame. 


MARK vi 34. 
Aud Feſus, when he came out, ſaw 55 


people; and was moved with compaſſion 
towards them, becauſe they were as ſheep 


not having a ſhepherd: and he began to 
teach them many things. 


\ HIS Paſſage of the Evangeliſt expreſ- 
ſes, in ſo ſtrong and engaging a man- 
ner, the benevolent Temper of our bleſ- 
ſed Lord, and his tender Regard to the 
ſpiritual Wants of Men, that it cannot fail of ex- 
citing the ſame Diſpoſition in Us: eſpecially if we 
conſider, that the View, which he is here deſcri- 
bed to have had, of their deſtitute Condition, not 
only induced him 79 teach them Himſelf many things 
concerning the Kingdom of God ; but cauſed that 
molt ſerious Reflexion and Exhortation, The Har- 
veſt truly is plenteous, but the Labourers are fer ; 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the Harveſt, that he 
will ſend forth Labourers into his Harveſt : > im- 
mediately after which, He ſent forth his tavelve 
"Diſciples to preach the Goſpel ; e as he did the Se- 
venty at another time, on the very ſame Motive, 
| mentioned by another Evangeliſt in the very fame 
<A. Words: 
a Luk, ix. 11, v Matth. ix. 30-38. © Matth. x. 1. 
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Words: d thus opening the Way, by his previous 
Care of e loft Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael, e for 
uniting us all into e Fold under one Shepherd. 
To carry on the great Work which he began, 
directing Mankind to preſent and future Happiness, 
is the End of this Society: incorporated by 
Prince, to whom Religion and Liberty will have 
eternal Obligations; and eſtabliſhed, firſt for the 
Support of Chriſtianity in our Colonies and Facto- 
ries abroad, then for the Propagation of it amonęſi 
the Heathens intermixed with them, and hs ; 
ing upon them ; but taking its Name from the re- 
moter and more extenſive Part of the Deſign. 
Every poſſible Reaſon required our Predeceſlor: 
in this excellent Undertaking to begin with inſpect- 
ing the State of the Engliſh Plantations in America. 
And nothing could be more applicable to them c on 
that Occaſion, than the Words of the Text: They 
Jaw much People, and were moved with Compaſſion 
towards them; becauſe they were as Sheep not havins 
a Shepherd. The firſt European Inhabitants there, 
being private Adventurers, neither numerous, nor 
rich, nor certain of Succeſs, nor unanimous in Be- 
lief, eſtabliſhed in ſeveral Provinces no Form what- | 
ever of publick Worſhip and Inſtruction. Too ; 
many of them carried but little Senſe of Chriſtiani- 
ty abroad with them: A great Part of the reſt ſuf- 


ter d it to wear out gradually: and their Children 
grew 


4 Luk 3; 8: * Matth. x. 6. John x. 15, 
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grew of courſe to have yet leſs than they : till in 
ſome Countries there were ſcarce any Footſteps of 
it left, beyond the mere Name. No Teacher was 


, known, no Religious Aſſembly held; the Lord's 


Day diſtinguiſhed only by more general Diſſolute- 
neſs; the Sacrament of Baptiſm not adminiſtred for 
near twenty Years together, nor that of the Lord's 


Supper for near ſixty, amongſt many thouſands of 
People, who did not deny the Obligation of 


theſe Duties, but lived notwithſtanding in 2 
ſtupid Neglect of them. Such was the State of 


things in more of our Colonies than one: and 


| where it was a little better, it was however lamen- 
| tably bad. Some Perſons appear very defirous of 
ſeeing, what ſort of Creatures Men would be, 
without the Knowledge of God. Here a ſuffici- 
ent Trial was made of this: and it ſhewed to an 
unhappy Degree of Certainty, that they would be 


wicked, and diſſolute, and brutal in every Reſpect, 
and return in a few Generations to entire Barba- 


riſm. Poſſibly, indeed, they might have been de- 


livered from this Evil, by that of Popery ; which 


always taking Advantage of Ignorance and Pro- 


faneneſs, had already begun to foread: and dread- 


ful was the Alternative of one or the other. In 


theſe Circumſtances the poor Inhabitants made, 
from all Parts, the moſt affecting Repreſentations 


of their deplorable Condition : the Truth of which 


was but too fully confirmed by their reſpective Go- 


vernors, and the Perſons of principal Note in each 


= 8 5 rovince, 
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Province. There could not be worthier Objects of of 
Regard, than ſuch Complainants. And if they 
who remained inſenſible did not deſerve pity H 
much, they wanted it ſtill more. The Society 
therefore, in Proportion to their own Ability, and 
the Need of each Place, firſt ſent over Miſſiona- 


ries, to perform the Offices of Religion amongſt 
them; then School-maſters, to inſtruct their Chil. 
dren in the Principles of it: who, after endurin; 
much Contradiction of Sinners,8 and going through 
a great Variety of Labours and Difficulties; have, 
through the Bleſſing of God, made a remarkable 
Change in the Face of Things, and laid a noble 
 Ground-work, of what, we hope, will every Day 
be carrying on towards Perfection. But at preſent 
much remains to be done. Multitudes continue, 


as before, in a thoughtleſs Diſregard to almoſt EVe- 


ry Part of Chriſtianity : and Multitudes alſo arc 


daily petitioning for Help: which to ſome we can- 


not give at all; and to others ſo little, that they 
have Divine Service only once in many Weeks; 
and ſeveral Diſtricts of ſixty, ſeventy and eighty 
Miles long, have but one Miniſter to officiate in 


each of them. 


| The next Object of the Society's 8 were 
the poor e Theſe unhappy Wretches 
learn, in their Native Country, the groſſeſt Ido- 


5 latry, and the moſt ſavage Diſpoſitions: and then 


are fold to the beſt Purchaſer : ſometimes by their 


Enemies. 
: | Heb. X1l. 3. 
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Enemies, who would elſe put them to Death; 
ſometimes by their neareſt Friends, who are either 


unable or unwilling to maintain them. Their 


Condition in our Colonies, though it cannot well 


be worſe than it would have been at home, is yet 
nearly as hard as poſſible : their Servitude moſt la- 


borious, their Puniſhments moſt ſevere. And thus 


many thouſands of them ſpend their whole Days, 
one Generation after another, undergoing with re- 
luctant Minds continual Toil in this World, and 
comforted with no Hopes of Reward in a better. 


For it is not to be expected, that Maſters, too com- 


monly negligent of Chriſtianity themſelves, will 
take much Pains to teach it their Slaves: whom 
| even the better Part of them are in a great meaſure 


habituated to conſider, as they do. their Cattle, 


merely with a View to the Profit ariſing from 
them. Not a few therefore have openly oppoſed ” 
their Inſtruction, from an Imagination, now in- 


| deed proved and acknowledged to be groundleſs, 


that Baptiſm would entitle them to Freedom. 


Others, by obliging them to work on Sundays to 
provide themſelves Neceſſaries, leave them neither 
Time to learn Religion in, nor any Proſpect of 
being able to ſubſiſt, if once the Duty of reſting 
on that Day become Part of their Belief. And 

ſome, it may be feared, have been averſe to their 
becoming Chriſtians, becauſe, after that, no Pre- 
tence will remain for not treating them like Men. 


When theſe Obſtacles are added to the Fondneſs 
they 


8 
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they have for their old Heatheniſh Rites, and the 
ſtrong Prejudices they muſt have againſt Teachers 
from among thoſe, whom they ſerve ſo unwilling. 
ly; it cannot be wondered, if the Progreſs made 
in their Converſion prove but flow. After ſomc 
Experience of this, Catechiſts were appointed in 


two Places, by way of Trial, for Their Inſtructi- 
on alone: whoſe Succeſs, where it was leaſt, hath 


not been inconſiderable; and fo great in the Plan- 
tation belonging to the Society, that out of two 
hundred and thirty, at leaſt ſeventy are now Be- 
lievers in Chriſt. And there is lately an Improve- 


ment to this Scheme begun to be executed, by qua- 


lifying and employing young Negroes, prudently 


choſen, to teach their Countrymen : from which, 


in the Opinion of the beſt Judges, we may rea- 


ſonably promiſe ourſelves, that this miſerable 0 


the Generality of whom have hitherto /af 77 Daf, 
neſs, will ſee great Light. h 
There ſtill remains another Branch of the 80 


ciety's Care, the Indians bordering on our Settle- 
ments. Theſe conſiſt of various Nations, valua- 


ble for ſome of their Qualities, but immerſed in 


the vileſt Superſtitions, and engaged in almoſt per- 


petual Wars againſt each other, which they pro- 


ſecute with Barbarities unheard of amongſt the reſt 
of Mankind: implacable in their Reſentments, 


when once provoked ; boundleſs in their Intempc- 
rance, when they have Opportunities tor it, and at 


ſuch 
il Matth, iv. 16. 
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auch Times miſchievous in the higheſt Degree: 
impatient of Labour, to procure themſelves the 
common Conveniencies of Liſe; inhumanely neg- 


ligent of Perſons in Years; and, if Accounts of 


ſuch Things may be credited, not ſcrupling to kill 
and eat their neareſt Relations, when the long 
Expeditions they make, for hunting or againſt 
Enemies, have reduced them to Straits. Now 
theſe poor Creatures alſo, diligent Endeavours 
have been uſed to enlighten and reclaim, on ſuch 
Occaſions, and by ſuch Methods, as were leaſt 
ſuſpicious. For without due Precautions, Harm 
would be done, inſtead of Good, where natural 
Jealouſy is ſo induſtriouſly fomented by an artful 
Neighbour. And after all Precautions, it cannot 
be an eaſy Work, to convert Nations, whoſe Man- 
ners are ſo uncultivated ; whoſe Languages are lo 
different, ſo hard to learn, and fo little adapted to 
the Doctrines of Religion ; with whom we ſcarce 
ever contract Affinities; and who ſeldom continue 
long enough in the ſame Place, to let any good 
Impreſſions fix into Habits. Yet notwithſtanding 
theſe Difficulties, which fruſtrated formerly a very 
_ expenſive Attempt, another hath been made of 
late; and, through the Bleſling of God, hath ſo 
reformed and improved the Morals together with 
the Notions of one {ndian Tribe, * that we cannot 
but hope the reſt will be induced, by ſeeing their 
Happineſs, to follow their Example. 
185 0 6 You 
* 7he Mohawke, 
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| You have now heard in brief the State of ou: 
Colonies, with reſpect to our Religion. And 
were the Proſpect of farther Succeſs much ſmaller 


than it is; yet our Rule would be, to do our Duty, 


and leave the Event to Heaven. Perſons of un. 
willing or deſponding Minds may eaſily find Ar- 

guments to prove every good Deſign unpromiling, 
or even impracticable. But the natural Dictate of 
Piety and Virtue is, to try. And the expreſs Com- 


mand of our bleſſed Lord is, that the Gofpe! be 
preached to every Creature: Nor is only the 
Offer of Inſtruction to Heathens, but the Conti- 


nuance of it for ever amongſt Cheiltians the Will 
of Him, who, as he gave ſome, Apoſtles and Evan- 
geliſts; gave fome alſo, Paſtors and Teachers, for 


the perfefting of the Saints, and the edifying of his 
Body. By endeavouring to our Power that theſe 
things be done; we ſhall pay Obedience to his Au- 


thority, and imitate his Example : we ſhall give a 


Proof to our own Hearts, that we are indeed his 
Diſciples ; and convince the World, that Zeal for 


Religion is not yet extinguiſhed : we ſhall habitu- 


ate ourſelves to the moſt amiable of Virtues, Good- 


will to Mankind in the moſt important of their 


| Intereſts: we ſhall ſerve the Purpoſes of Provi- 
dence; which have their Accompliſhment, 20e 
ther Men will hear, or whether they will forbear : | 


and how much ſoever we may labour i in vain with 
5 3 


i Mark xvi. 15. © Epheſ. iv. 11, 12. | Exek. ii c, 
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reſpect to others; yet our Judgment will be with 
the Lord, and our W ork with our Gm : 
But the fame God hath promiſed, that hisTruth | 
ſhall finally prevail upon Earth. And though we 
cannot ſay, at what Time or by what Degrees this 
Promiſe ſhall be fulfilled ; yet we have room to 
hope, that every fincere Endeavour is all along 
contributing ſomething towards its Completion. 
The good Sced, which appears to lie dead for a 
while, will ſpring up in its Seaſon : That which 
ſeems to ſhoot weakly at firſt, will gain Strength 
inſenſibly, through the favourable Influences of 
Heaven; and the Grain of Muſtard-ſeed, become d 
Tree.» Thus have theſe Colonies themſelves grown: 
thus hath Chriſtianity grown from its Beginning, 
both in other Places, and in them alſo: nor have 
we any reaſon to doubt its going on to do ſo ſtill, _ Es 
In leſs than forty Years, under many Diſcourage- q 
ments, and with an Income very diſproportionate 
to the Vaſtneſs of the Undertaking, a great deal 
hath been done: though little notice may have been 
taken of it, by Perſons unattentive to theſe things, 
or backward to acknowledge them. Near a hun- 
dred Churches have been built : above ten thou- 
{and Bibles and Common-Prayers, above a hundred 
thouſand other pious Tracts diſtributed : great Mul- 
titudes, upon the whole, of Negroes and Indians 
brought over to the Chriſtian Faith: many nume- 


B 2 rous 


= Ii. xlix; 5. n Matt. xiii. 31, 32. 
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rous enn have been ſet up, which now 
ſupport the Worſhip of God at their own Expence, 
where it was not known before: and ſeventy Per- 
ſons are conſtantly employed, at the Expence of 


the Society, in the farther Service of the Goſpel, 
All this, we grant, makes but a ſmall Appearance, 


in a Tract of Land, extending ſixteen hundred 


Miles. But it is an encouraging Specimen how. 


ever, of what longer Time and more liberal Aſſiſt- 
ance may effect. 


Both the Hopes and the Means of ſupporting 


Chriſtianity amongſt our own People there, are 
juſt the ſame as here at home. And though the 
Negroes and Indians are prejudiced againſt it, and 


but poorly qualified, in compariſon, to judge of 
the Evidence of it ; yet they and all Men have the 


Work of the Law written in their Hearts, their 
Conſcieuces alſo bearing witneſs? They may be 


convicted but too eaſily of tranſgreſſing evident 


Duties of Nature: and when once they ſee their 


need of Repentance and Pardon, they will gladly 
receive the Goſpel of Chriſt, of which theſe two 


are the diſtinguiſhing Articles. It will appear in it 


ſelf infinitely preferable to what they have believed 


hitherto. The Teachers of it will appear, both 
from their ſuperior Knowledge and good Lives, 


worthy of Credit. The Profeſſors of it around 
them, will bear a Teſtimony to it, in ſome reſpects 


the ſtronger, for their being o often condemned by 


it. 
0 Rom. i . 65 
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it. And if ſuch Arguments do not amount, ** 
al to the higheſt Evidence, they afford however 
very rational Motives of Aﬀent, eſpecially to Per- 
ſons capable of no farther Information : and were 


theſe Motives weaker than they are, yet the Grace 
of God producing by them ſo powerful an Effect 


on the Minds of Men, we undoubtedly approve 


ourſelves, by propoſing them, His Miniſters for 
the Happineſs of our Fellow- Creatures; and may 


juſtly be confident, that he who hath begun a good 


| Werk in them, ill perform it“ perfectly. 
But perhaps not our Succeſs, but the Uſe and 
Benefit of it, will be called in queſtion, Now of 
this, we apprehend, there is abundant Proof. The 
bare Profeſſion and outward Appearance of ſuch a 
Religion as the Chriſtian is, if taught in any tole- 
rable Purity, muſt have ſomes right Influence: and 
the Body of a People cannot go the utmoſt Lengths 


in Wickedneſs, whilſt that Appearance ſubfiſts, 


What Lengths they would go in time, if it were 


loſt, as we have not experienced, we are not apt to 
conſider. But a little Reflexion on the Number 


and Strength of human Paſſions, and the Abilities - 


we have of finding Means to gratify them, would 


give us a high Value of whatever hath any peculiar = 
Force to reſtrain them. The one Inſtitution of a 
Day of holy Reſt, is not only, under prudent 1 
gulations, « great Refreſhment to the Bulk of 
Mankind; bat greatly tends to civilze them alſo, 


by 


2 phil.! 1. 6. 
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by uniting Neighbourhoods in formed Aſſemblics, 
to acknowledge their common Dependance on 
God, and Relation to cach other, with Hearts dif. 
engaged from ſelfiſh Attentions, and open to friend- 
ly Regards. Nor is it poſſible, be they ever fo negli- 
gent Hearers of publick Worſhip and Inſtruction, 
but conſiderable Impreſſions, at leaſt general ones, 
muſt remain upon their Minds. And moſt evi- 
dently the Impreſſions of Religion diſpoſe Men t5 
cvery Thing produGive of common Good: To 
Tuſtice and Veracity and the Reverence of an Oath, 
without which the Intercourſe of Man with Man 
is not a Moment ſafe: to Faithfulneſs, Duty and 
Love in the ſeveral Relations of Lite, publick and 
private: to Mildneſs, Charity and Compaſſion in 
their whole Behaviour: to Sobriety and Induſtry, 
the Pillars of national Wealth and Greatneſs: and 
to that joyful Hope of a better World, which is 
our trueſt Direction, and firmeſt Support, in 
every Stage of our Journey through This. Many 
more Perſons will be thus influenced in various De- 
grees, than are uſually obſerved: for a regular, in- 
offenſive Behaviour affords little Matter of Specula- 
tion and Diſcourſe. And though ſtill the Genera- 
lity may be bad; yet, if left to themſelves, they 
would certainly have been worſe. Every body 
owns, that a wrong Belief hath great Power to 
deprave Men's Morals. ourely then a. right one 
muſt have ſome Power to reform them. And if 
not ſo much as might be wilhed; this is no more an 
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* againſt the Uſefulneſs of Religion, * 
of Reaſon: but a ſtrong Argument, why Both 
ſhould be cultivated to the utmoſt; and care- 


fully applied to fo important a Purpoſe. If our 
Colonies had not experienced great Evils from the 


Decay of Chriſtianity amongſt them; they would 


never have petitioned us ſo earneſtly for Inſtruction 


1 it, as they have done. And if they had not ex- 
perienced great Good from the Reſtoration of it, 


that Earneſtneſs would never have continued, as it 


doth, to this Day. 
Nor will our Compliance with their 1 8 be a 


Benefit only to Them, but to this Nation alſo. I 


They are diſhoneſt and profligate; every ſingle Per- 
ſon here, who hath Concerns with them, will be 
in Danger of ſuffering by it. If they conſume 
their Wealth and their Time in Vices and Follies; 
their Trade will be gained over, from Them and 
Us, by our Rivals and Adverſaries. And if the 
Ties of a Religion, binding Men ſo ſtrongly to 
be ſubje&t for Conſcience Sake," are looſened from 


off their Minds, which may ſome time or another 
need every Tie, that can keep them attached to us, 
it wall much facilitate their becoming Ader ies 
themſelves. And we ſhall well deſerve their re- 


volting from Us, if we take nocare of their obey- 


ing God. But on the contrary, as Chriſtian Prin- 


Ciples will teach them Dutifulneſs and Loyalty; 
{0 receiving from hence the ſupport of thoſe Prin- 


ciples, 


4 Rom. xi. £ 
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| ciples, will recommend us to their Gratitude 


hoping for the Continuance of that Support, wil! 


create ſome Dependance in point of Intereft ; ang 


agreeing in the ſame Faith and Worſhip with us. 

will be an everlaſting Motive to civil Unity alſo, 
But another common Benefit of propagating 

Chriſtianity in our Colonies is, that thus we ſha] 


binder Corruptions of Chriſtianity from ng 


there, and ſharing with Profaneneſs a divided Em. 
pire over the Land, If no authorized Teachers arc 
ſent, ſome Inducement or another will raiſe volun- 
tary ones from time to time: and very poſſibly the 


leſs reaſonable their Doctrine is, the more it may 
be hearken'd to. For Sentiments of Religion, as 
for want of due Cultivation they quite wear out oi 


ſome Minds; fo in others they degenerate into Su- 
perſtition or Enthuſiaſm. And accordingly many 


pernicious Errors, beſides the above-mentioned ca- 
pital one of Popery, took early Root in theſe Pro- 
vinces; nor are they yet extirpated, perhaps in part 
newly revived : Some, diſſolving the Obligations of 
moral Duties : Some, deſtroying the inward Peace 
of very pious and good Perſons, and making Life 


gloomy and uncomfortable : Some, MS. Men 


to aſcribe every Folly or Wickedneſs that poſſeſſes 


| the Fancy to Divine Inſpiration : Some, inconſiſt- 


ent with our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment : and 


| others, deſtructive of the Safety of all Governments 


whatever, by forbidding to contribute any kind of 


Aſſiſtance to the publick Defence againſt Enemies: 


ON 


eo 1 2 
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on which Notion the Repreſentatives of the Pro- 


vince of Penſylubauia have acted this laſt Summer.r 
Now let it only be conſider'd, how fatal a more 


general Belief of ſome of theſe Doctrines muſt have 


been there at preſent ; indeed how very unhappy 
the Belief of any of them mult be at all times; and 


the Importance of ſupporting Inſtructors in true 


> 5.2... Rell 


r See a printed Collection of Meſſages, Anſwers, Addreſſes, Sc. 
the Subſlance of which is as follows. The Quakers, having aplied 
themſelves with great Indafiry to obtain an uncommon Majority in the 


Aſſembly, though they are not above one third of the People in Num- © 


ber, refuſed to make any Proviſion of Neceſſaries for the Troops to be 


raiſed in that Province, as being a thing repugnant to their Religious 


Principles, though his Majeſty had notified under his Sign Manual, 


that he expected it from them. Soon aſter this they adjourned for 


above five Weeks; though the Governor made firing Inſtances to the 
contrary, ſetting forth, That as the new Levies were in want of every 
thing, even Houjes to cover their Heads, He was hourly apprehenſive 
of their committing ſome Diſorders. And being called together again 


by him in about a Fortnight, inſtead of raiſing any Money, they 


made a Complaint, that many of their Servants had been inliſted; 


and demanded the Reſtitution of them. The Governor anſwer'd, 
that they might eaſily have prevented this Inconvenience, and might 


ſtill eaſily remedy it, by Methods which he pointed out to them; 


that he had done what he could to relieve them, and would continue | 


to do ſo; but that forcing out of his Majeſty's Troops at once all the 
Servants in them, would be unreaſonable and unjuſt, very detrimen- 


tal to the Service, and very dangerous to the publick Peace. Vet 
notwithltanding theſe Repreſentations, and though Mr. Penn one of 
their Proprietors, many Merchants and other Inhabitants of Ph:i/a- 


delphia, and the Council of the Province, concurred with the Go- 


vernor, and preſſed them earneſtly to anſwer his Majeſty's Expecta- 


tions, they came at length to this Reſolution only: That 3000 l. uf 


their current Money be paid for the King's Uſe ; provided that all the 


Servants inliſted in the Province, whom they had computed at 3oo, 
and valued at 10 J. each, be firft returned to their reſpect ive Maſters, free 
of all Charges; and ſuch Q ſurances given, as three Perſons, named in 
the Reſolution, ſhould think fitting, that the ſaid Servants are re- 


turned, and that no Servants be inliſted for the future. "Theſe being 
the Conditions on which the Money was given, it will not be won- 


der'd at, that when the laſt Advices came trom thence, no Part of it 


had been paid. | 
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Religion, were it only for a ſtanding Guard againſt 
the worldly Inconveniences of falſe Religion, will 
evidently appear very great, 

But let us now think, what Good muſt follow 
from extending this Inſtruction to the poor Ne- 
groes alſo. The Servitude and hard Labour they 
undergo, be it as juſtifiable as it can, ſurely re- 
quires, that we ſhould make them all the Amend: 
in our Power: and the Danger, into which they 
have brought our Colonies more than once, de- 
mands the greateſt Care to compoſe and ſoften their 
vindictive and ſullen Spirits. Now there can be 

nothing contrived on Purpoſe, more likely to effect 
this, than Belief of the Goſpel : which not only 
| forbids in general, both doing and recompenjing 
Evil; but commands in particular as many as ar 
Servants under the Yoke, to count their Maſters wor- 
thy of all Honour, t and be ſubject to them with al! 
Fear, not only to the good and gentle, but alſo to the 
froward ; for this is thank-worthy, if a Man for 
Conference towards God endure Grief, ſuffering 
wrongfully :% to do Service with good Will, as to the 
Lord, and not to Men; knowing that whatever good 
any Man doth, the ſame he ſhall receive of the Lord, 
whether he be bond or freew® The Tendency of 
ſuch Doctrine muſt be, to make their Tempers 
milder, and their Lives happier, And no Imagi- 
NE Dey SC Ra nation 


Rom. xii. 17. 1 Tim. vi. 1. v 1 Peter ii. 18, 19. 
Epheſ. vi. 7, 8 | | 
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nation can be ſuggeſted to them, of any worldly 
Exemptions or Privileges ariſing from their Pro- 
feſſion of it. For as human Authority hath grant- 
ed them none, ſo the Scripture, far from making 
any Alteration in Civil Rights, expreſly directs, 


that every Man abide in the Condition wherein he is 
called, with great Indifference of Mind concerning 
outward Circumſtances: * and the only Rule it 
preſcribes for Servants of the fame Religion with 
their Maſters, is, 207 to deſpiſe them becauſe they are 
Brethren; but do them Service the rather, Nor 
hath Experience at all ſhewn the Behaviour of ſuch, 
in the preſent Caſe, to be different from what 
Reaſon would lead us to expect. On the contrary, 
in a great Rebellion of the Negroes at New York, 


only two of thoſe who had received any Inſtructi- 


on, and only one who had been baptized, was ſo 
much as ſuſpected of being guilty ; and he was 
| afterwards acknowledged to be innocent: but the 
_ deepeſt in the Conſpiracy were the Slaves of thoſe 
Perſons, who had oppoſed the moſt warmly all 
Endeavours for their Converſion. It may there- 
fore be depended on, that Succeſs in theſe Endea- 
vours will both be a Security, and every Way an 
Advantage, to their Proprietors. And if it doth 
| procure the poor Wretches themſelves a little more 
kind Uſage, they will then be fitter to receive it: 
and at preſent, as much as can be ſafely allowed 
them, is but their due. The Apoſtle s Injunction 


c YL Was 


* 1 Cor. vii. 20-24. Y 1 Tim, vi. 
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was made not only for Slaves, but for Heathen 
Slaves: Maſters, give to your Servants that which 


ts juſt and equal: knowing that ye alſo have a Ma- 
fter in Heaven : neither is there reſpect of Perſon: 


with hims And if their becoming Chriſtians will 


help, as it certainly will, to obtain them ſuch Treat- 


ment; putting together their Condition and their 
Numbers, there are but few Things, which, even 


on that Account, common Humanity more oblige: 
us to attempt. 


'Then as to the Influence of Chriſtianity on the 


Tndians: it muſt undoubtedly reſtrain their mutu- 


al Barbarities, which it doth not appear what elſc 


will, and diſpoſe them to a ſettled and orderly 
Life. By means of this, they will come to enjoy the 


Benefit of Agriculture, and of all the Arts that are 
_ uſeful in Society: they will of conſequence grow 
happier and more numerous: and as they will be- 
come at the ſame Time more harmleſs too; it 
would be both an immoral and a falſe Policy, to 


envy them theſe Advantages. T hey have yielded 


up to us a conſiderable Part of their Country : and 


it is but common Gratitude, to ſhew them theWay 


of living comfortably in the reſt. We have in- 
troduced amongſt them both Diſeaſes and Vices, 
which have deſtroyed great Numbers of them: 


Burely it is fit we ſhould communicate ſomething 


good to them. It may be feared they are hitherto 
the worſe for their Knowledge of Us: but they 


wil 
Col. iv. 1. Epheſ, vi. 9. 
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will certainly be the better for the Knowledge of 
our Religion. And the more they are prejudiced 
againſt it by the Wickedneſs of its Profeſſors, the 
more need there is to lay before them in a full 


| 4 = Light the Excellency of its Precepts: and to con- 


vince them, that there are Perſons, who not only 


believe, but practiſe them. Nor ſhould it be for- 


gotten, that every ſingle Ind:an, whom we make 
a Chriſtian, we make a Friend and Ally at the 
ſame Time ; both againſt the remaining Heathen, 


and a much more dangerous Neighbour, from 
_ whoſe Inſtigations almoſt all that we have ſuffered 
by them is allowed to have come. 


But the temporal Advantages of propagating 
Chriſtianity are infinitely the leaſt, If we allow 
but the Truth of natural Religion, we muſt admit 


the future, as well as preſent, Happineſs of Man- 


kind to depend on preſerving and diftuſing the 
Knowledge of that Religion. And there is net- 


| ther Inſtance nor Proſpect of either of theſe Things 
being attempted by any other Method, than that 


of preaching the Goſpel : of which the Doctrines 


and Duties of Nature make fo large a Part. If 


therefore it be of Importance, that the People in 


our Colonies ſhould worſhip the Maker of Hea- 
een and Earth, and believe Virtue to be his Law; 


that the Negroes and Indians ſhould be turned Kae : 


Idels, to ſerve the living and true God; b and that 
ail ſhould know, there will be a Recompence 
| hereafter Es 


Ted 1. 0. 
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hereafter to the Juſt and to the Unjuſt: whoeve 


b — — 


deſerves the Name of Deiſt in a good Senſe, who- 


ever is indeed an Enemy to Superſtition, and 


Friend to Mankind, will rejoice to have that Faith | 
carefully taught amongſt them, by which alone } 
they will learn theſe momentous Truths; to hav- 
it told among the Heathen, that the Lord is King, 
and that he fhall judge the People righteouſly.< 

But if e Gofpel of Chriſt, beſides comprehend- 


ing the Syſtem of Natural Religion, be, by virtue 


of its own peculiar Doctrines, the Power of Gd 


unto Salvation: d then every poſſible Motive con- 


curs, for being zealous in ſpreading it throughout 


the Earth. Revelation indeed neither obliges nor 
permits us to paſs a hard Sentence on thoſe, who 


have never had it propoſed with ſufficient Evi- 
dence. To their own Maſter they ftand or fall: 


and of them only, to whom much is given, ſhall 


much be required, For if there be firſt a willing 
Mind, it is accepted according to that a Man hath, 


and not according to that he hath not. ft But ſtill, as 
all Men have ſinned, and come ſhort of the Ger of 
| Gods and there is but one Name under Heaven 
whereby they can be ſaved; as Chriſtianity is inex- 


preſſibly more efficacious for the Reſtoration of 


Mankind, than unaſſiſted Reaſon; as our only Af 
Fo ſurance, eiter of receiving a future Reward or 


eſcaping 


© Pſal. xcvi. 10. Rom. i. 16. e Rom. iv. 14. 
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eſcaping future Puniſhment, mult ariſe from Scrip- 
ture; and we have no Intimation in it, of any 
Perſon's enjoying that Liſe and Immortality, which 
Feſus Chriſt hath brought to Ligbt, h but ſuch as be- 
lieve in him : theſe Conſiderations, without limit- 
ing at all the free Mercies of God, cannot but ſhew 
us the great Superiority of our own Condition, and 
make us aſk, with great Sollicitude concerning 


others: How then ſhall they believe in Him, of whom 
they have not heard? And how ſhall they hear, with- 


out a Preacher ? And how ſhall they preach, except 


they be ſent? Our bleſſed Lord hath intruſted his 
Followers, to preſerve his Goſpel in Purity, where 


it is; and communicate it, where it is not. By 


their faithful Diſcharge of theſe Duties formerly, 
wie ourſelves were delzver'd from the Bondage of 
Heatheniſm 70 the glorious Liberty of the Children 


of God. It now belongs to Us, in our Turn, to 


ſtrengthen our Brethren," and call them that are afar 
em and where ſhall we find KOT Objects of 


our Care and Zeal ? 
Perhaps it will be faid, * hey ought to maintain 


their own Teachers. But this cannot be expected 


from the Heathen, who are inſenſible of their 


Want of them : nor from thoſe of our own People, 
who are too like Heathen, and have not the Senſe 


of it which they ought; Such as have, do main- 


tain 


d'2 Tim. 1.10. 2 Rom * 14, TH Rom. viii. 21. 
* Luke xxii. 32 m Acts: Il. 39. 
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tain their Teachers, where they are able. Po. 
there are very indigent Parts, as well as very opu.- 
lent. Some whole Provinces have no Aſſiſtance nt 
all from us. And in moſt Places we are only joint 


Contributors. As ſoon as ever there is Room for 
it, they will be left to build by themſelves on the 
Foundation laid: and the Society will go on to 


new Work. Enquiries are conſtantly made, what 
each Congregation can do: and Mitlionaries have 


been with-drawn, till they will do it. For we 
are not only defirous, but under a Necetlity, of 


being as frugal as poſſible, by the daily Increaſe of 


| Petitions for Help. 


But ſome will object farther, that all the Affiſt 


ance we can give Chriſtianity, is too much wanted 
in our own Country, to admit of any Schemes for 
propagating it in foreign ones. And would to God 
theſe Perſons would aſk themſelves, whether they 


are indeed deſirous of removing the Objection 
they make; or only argue againſt this and that 
Way of doing Good, to ſave the Expence of do- 


ing it in any Way. A true and judicious Zeal 


will carefully avoid raiſing an Oppoſition between 


two Charities; which is a much ſurer Method of 
hurting the One, than ſerving the Other : whereas 


with this Precaution, a firſt ſcarce ever ſuffers con- 


ſiderably, if at all, by ſetting up a ſecond; but 
Men's Hearts are engaged to contribute to Both. 
Every ſingle Member of the Society for promoting 
: Chriſtian Knowledge at home, was originally in- 


corpo- 
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corporated into Ours for ſpreading it abroad, That 


Society is at this Day promoting the ſame Know- 
ſedge in the Eaſt, as well as here; whilſt We are 
doing it in the Weſt, Many of us belong to Both: 


and promiſe ourſelves a larger Share of the Bleſſing 


of God in Each, for neglecting Neither. In theſe 


Nations great Proviſion is made already, and 


greater we hope will daily be made, for offering 


Salvation to Mankind. They who will reject it 
after all, muſt do fo, and take the Conſequences. 


But let Us, % nothing terrified by our Adverſaries, 
ſtrive together for the Faith of the Goſpel : and not 

only ſuſtain a Defenſive War, but ſhew, that at- 

tacking the Dominions of our Lord and Maſter | 

| ſhall increaſe our Zeal to extend them. Our Co- 

bnies receive from hence a great deal of what is 

bad. We ſend them our Malefactors: we ſend 


them our immoral and irreligious Cuſtoms : we 


ſend them our infidel and profligate Books. Surely 


we onght to do ſome Good, where we do ſo much 
Harm. And conſider, To whom is it done? To 


| FT our Countrymen, and Fellow-Subjects : diſtant in- 
| deed from us in Situation, but cloſely connected by 
dhe ſtrongeſt Ties. To Them; to their Servants 


and Neighbours it is, that we are imparting Hap- 
pineſs; and poſſibly ſecuring 1t to ourſelves or our 


| Poſterity there, if God ſhould permit us at home 


to ſufter what we deſerve. 


B Now 


* Phil. i. 25, 28. 
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N Now this unqueſtionably right Deſign cannot be 


carried on, but under the Direction of a regular 
Society. For without it, ſmall Benefactions could 
not be applied at all: and large ones muſt be ap- 
plied ſeparately, to great Diſadvantage : no uni- 


form Influence could be preſerved, no ſettled In- 


formation had; nor any of that Experience gain- 


ed, which reſults from long and extenſive Acquain- 


tance with the State of Things. What fort of 


Perſons they are who compoſe this Society, will 
appear from the printed Liſt, None of them re- 


ceive any temporal Advantage from being Mem- 
bers of it. They are all obliged to ſubſcribe a year- 


ly Contribution to the good Work they undertake. 


A conſiderable Number of the Chief of them con- 
ſtantly attend upon it. And they will admit with 
Pleaſure every ſerious Chriſtian, who offers him 
ſelf, and is qualified to affiſt in it. Their ſtanding 
Rules are publickly known, allowed to be good, 


and faithfully obſerved. They give the World a 


yearly Account of their Succeſs, with an Abſtract 
of their Receipts and Diſburſements. They deli- 


ver yearly the Particulars of them to the Lord Chan- 
cellor and two chief Juſtices. And they have pro- 
ceeded from the Beginning to this Day with great 


Vnanimity 1 in all their Affairs. 


It hath been pretended indeed, that immoral and 


negligent Men are employed as Miſſionaries. And 


to fay that this hath never once happen'd, would 


be going too far. But that it hath frequently hap- 
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per d or ever for want of due Care, is utterly 


falſe. Strict Examination is made at firſt into the 
Characters of all that are offer'd; ſtrict Enquiry 
into their Behaviour afterwards: and exact Ac- 


counts required from them twice a Year, of what 


Duty they do, and what Progreſs they make. 
The moſt earneſt Requeſts, the moſt ſolemn Ad- 
jurations are ſent, that all who can, would give 


any uſeful Intelligence relating to them: and great 


Regard 1s always paid to ſuch Intelligence: yet 
very few Complaints are brought in, either from 
good Will or bad. Too many, it muſt be owned, 
of deſperate F ortunes and Characters, who are or 


pretend to be in holy Orders, tranſport themſelves 
into America, and behave there as it may be ex- 
But we have no Concern with 
any, whoſe Names are not ſeen in the public 


Liſt of Perſons receiving Salaries from us. And 


the larger the Number is of vicious Clergymen, 


who go thither of their own Accord; the more 18 


ö | the need of ſending as many worthy ones as poſ- 


ſible, to correct their Influence. 
Were there Room indeed for making larger 


S Allowances, more Perſons of great Abilities might _ 
be had. Were there better Opportunities for a 
learned Education abroad, more of the Natives 

of our Colonies would be fitted for the Work: 


which they would undertake with many Advan- 
tages above ſuch as go from hence. And had they 


5 — there, theſe Perſons might be ordained 


9 2 _— without 
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without the Inconveniencies of a long Voyige: 
Vacancies might be ſupplied in much leſs Time 
the primitive and molt uſeful Appointment of Con- 
firmation might be reſtored ; and an orderly Dif. 


cipline exerciſed in the Churches. Nor would 


ſuch an Eſtabliſhment encroach at all on the pre- 
ſent Rights of the Civil Government in our Colo- 
nies; or bring their Dependance into any Degree 
of that Danger, which ſome Perſons proteis to 
apprehend ſo ſtrongly on this Occafion, who 
would make no manner of Scruple about doing 


other Things much more likely to deſtroy it 
who are not terrified in the leaſt, that ſuch Num- 
bers there reject the Epiſcopal Order entirely: nor 
perhaps would be greatly alarmed, were ever © 


many to reject Religion itſelf: though evidently in 


Proportion as either is thrown off, all Dependance 


produced by it ceaſes of Courſe. To this equally 
pious and harmleſs Deſign, two great Prelates,* 


Now deceaſed, gave a thouſand Pounds each : and 

a Lady, incomparably more eminent for her Vir- 
tues, than her Quality, + bequeathed the Sum of 
five hundred Pounds laft Year to the ſame Purpoſe: 
which God incline the Hearts of all, in whoſc 
Power it is, to promote as it deſerves! But in the 
mean time, let it not be imagined, that the Difli- 
culties we labour under are too heavy to be Over- 


come. 


5 Archbiſhop Teniſon, and Sir Jonathan lanes Biſhop of 
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ſtop, till we have every Thing that might be with- 
ed, When ſhall we go on? 


Another Objection to the Conduct of the Socie- 


ty is, that they have ſent Miſſionaries to ſome 


Places, in which there were already Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies eſtabliſhed and ſupported. But in one 


Sort of theſe Aſſemblies, there is no Chriſtian Mi- 
niſtry, no Celebration of the Sacraments of the 
Goſpel. In another, Infants are denied the Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſm. And in the leaſt exceptionable, 
there are ſeveral Things, which the Conſciences of 


many, we apprehend with great Reaſon, cannot 


acquieſce in; who were not therefore to be left de- 


ſtitute of publick Worſhip: eſpecially as our Char- 


ter was granted, in expreſs Terms, for the Main- 
 tenance of an Orthodox Clergy in thoſe Parts. And 
the Members of this Church, I am ſorry to ſay it, 
lying under peculiar Burdens ! 1n one conſiderable. 
Province, * which other Profeflors of Chriſtianity 
do not, though equally Diſſenters from the Majo- | 
rity there they ſeem of Right entitled to ſome. 
peculiar Aſſiſtance in return, We have obtruded 
NEE Ot ROOD en Cm Ion the 


* In Nez Ruclens They are 1 to the - Süpport of what Fs 


Trndependents, who are the greater Part of that People, call, though 
without Right, the Eſtabliſhed Church. And the Goods of many 
have been ſeized, or their Bodies impriſoned, for Non-payment. 


Phe Anabaptiſißs, on their Petition, were exempted from paying 


this Rate; and the 2naters, without petitioning : but the Petition 
os the Members of our Church was rejected. 


come. Difficulties are Arguments for nothing, 
but more Zeal and more Liberality. For if we 
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the Service of the Church of England no where : 
we have ſettled no Clergyman any where, without 
the Inhabitants requeſting it, and contributing to 


it: we have ſent no Succeſſor upon a Yacuncy 


without their renewing that Requeſt, But if the 
Proviſion, which we have made for the People of 
our own Communion, hath proved inftrumental 


at the ſame Time to bring others over into it: we 
hope there is very far from being any Harm done. 


Indeed Unity of Profeſſion amongſt ourſelves, 


effected by Methods of Peace and Charity, will 


greatly recommend our Religion to the Infidels: 


who elſe may be tempted to continue as they are, 


for want of knowing with whom to join. 


We acknowledge it, whoever is taught Chriſtia- 
nity by our Care, will be taught it as profeſſed in 


the Church eſtabliſhed here by Law. There can 


be no Teaching at all, but in ſome particular Form. 


We think our own the beſt. Every body thinks 
it far from the worſt. At leaſt our Converts will 
have the Bible put into their Hands, to judge for 


Themſelves. And Which is righter, that Heathens 


and Perſons of no Religion ſhould continue what 
they are, or become = 0 we would make them ? 


The Society we are engaged in, is the only one wy 


this Purpoſe. And were it now to be erected, in- 
ſtead of having ſubſiſted fo long: not a ſingle 5 5 
could be alen on any other footing than this; that 
the ſmaller Part of thoſe who wiſhed well to it, 


mos be concluded by the on 
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So good a Deſign therefore being ſo properly 
executed; the Expences, which muſt attend it, 


ought to be ſupplied. The Lord hath ordained, 


that they who preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the 


Goſpel. And there is the ſame Reaſon, the ſame 
Neceſſity indeed, that the Miſſionaries in Ainerica 


ſhould have due Proviſion made for them, as that 
the Apoſtles ſhould at firſt, or the Miniſters of our 
Pariſhes now. And if Perſons of Character, be- 


ing at Liberty, as they are, to exerciſe their Fun- 


_ tion elſewhere, are willing to undertake ſuch an 
Employment as this, at ſuch a Diſtance, on ſo 
ſmall an Allowance as they receive from the So- 


ciety : they ought ſurely to have it raiſed for them 


very chearfully, and be counted worthy of double Ho- 


nour, in the Senſe of Recompence as well as 


_ - Eſteem, if it could be paid them. 
But perhaps it will be ſaid, Supporting Defigns : 
of this Nature is the Clergy' s Buſineſs : let Them 


take care of it. And ſo, God be thanked, we do: 
and fo, I hope in God, we ſhall, whether we are 


helped in it more or lefs; in ſuch manner, as 


both to keep pace with the Willing, and make 
amends for the Unwilling. We defire not to boaſt, 


and we need not to be aſhamed, of the Proportion 
which we contribute. But we may notwithſtand- | 
ing do very well to increaſe it. For there is ſo 


much expected of us, and we are fo greatly con- 


_ cerned to anſwer every reaſonable Expectation to 


the 
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the utmoſt; that if any of our Order have omitted 
taking ſufficient Notice of a Charity ſo immediate- 
ly related to their Profeſſion, it is their Duty on 
many Accounts, to make full Compenſation to it 
without Delay. It is indeed our Duty, on every 
Occaſion, at all Times, but eſpecially in an Age 
when no Part of our Conduct will be interpreted 
favourably, to avoid all Appearance, either of pre- 
terring Riches in this World before being rich in 


good Works," or of loving Pleaſures more than God." 
St. Paul took Wages of ſome Churches to do others 


Service. Let Us, out of the Wages which We 


take, do all the Service we can to the Church of 


God; and diſtribute largely to the Neceſſities of the 


Sant t particularly their ſpiritual ones. 


But is the Support of this Deſign incumbent on 


the Clergy alone? Did not the Laity originally 


maintain the Apoſtles in their Travels? And ought 


they not ſtill to be equally zealous, that the Word 
of the Lord may have free Courſe, and be glorified?" 


Do they not know, how very inconfiderable the 


Benefices of far the greateſt Part of the Clergy are; 
what Hoſpitality is required of the reſt of us; and 


| how large Demands are continually made upon us 


for Charities of various Kinds: to the Poor of our 


Pariſhes and Neighbourhoods, of our Brethren, 
their Widows and Orphans; to every pious and 
compaſſionate Uſe, publick or private? And are 


| they 
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they not ſenſible alſo, that were We ever ſo defici- 


ent, this excuſes not 'Them : that every Man's Du- 
ty is, not to guard againſt doing more Good than 
comes to his Share, That to do willingly what he 


can; and that each one's Reward {ball be 1 in Pro- 
portion to his Work? 


Whoever therefore finds himſelf diſpoſed to make 


Objections, let him examine, what is at the bot- 
tom of them: Whether it be not really Diſregard 


to Religion, or Want of Humanity; ſome ground- 


leſs Prejudice, or ſome wrong Attachment to Self- 


Intereſt or Self- Gratification. If fo, let him firſt 


plant the Goſpel in his own Heart: and all his 
Pleas againſt contributing to the e of it, 
will ſoon vaniſh, 
Every Man's Charities indeed ought to be left to 
his own Choice. But fo many, even of thoſe who 


are bountiful in other Ways, neglect pious Uſes al- 


W moſt entirely, that good Perſons have both Op- 
portunity and Reaſon for allotting to Theſe a large 
Froportion of their Beneficence. And amongſt 
BM theſe, as That now under Conſideration is of too 
extenſive a Nature to be throughly comprehended 
by every one, and at too great a Diſtance to make 

ay ſtrong Impreſſion on the Generality of the 
World; they who do form juſt Conceptions of it, 
ſhould, in proportion to the Smallneſs of their 
Number, be the more liberal to it: as in truth 
FF there is need. The only certain Income we have, 
| a Trifle: not fixty Pounds a Year. The volun- 


3 1 


— 


7 8 * R N ON N before the Society 


—_ 


tary Subſcriptions, though they are ten times greater 
are not a fifth Part of the annual Expence. Hi- 
therto therefore almoſt all hath depended on occa- 
ſional Gifts: which, after ſinking much lower 
than they were formerly, for ſome few Years in- 
creaſed again. On this Encouragement, the So- 
ciety, importuned continually for new Miſſiona- 
ries, with an Earneſtneſs which nothing but Ne. 
ceſſity could juſtify reſiſting, made a great Addi- 
tion to their Number. And had the Contributi- 
ons of this laſt Year riſen much above the preceding } 
ones, it had been but too eaſy to have diſpoſed of | 
them all. But on the contrary, though one noble 
N Benefaction, of a thouſand Pounds, hath been gj- 
ven, + to be employed for the Converſion of the 
| Negros; yet thoſe to the other Parts of our Deſign 
have fallen very ſhort: and a heavy Debt hath been 
of conſequence incurred. This may poſſibly re- 
duce us to aſk Aſfiſtance, in a Method, which, 
though authorized, we have ſeldom made uſe of: 
being deſirous that he who ſheweth Mercy, might 
appear to do it with Chearfulneſs," and not con- 
ſtrained by Solicitations. But in whatever man- 
ner Application is made to Perſons, we truſt the 
| fame God, who hath provided for us wonderfully 
thus love, will now alſo diſpoſe their Hearts to 
conſider, that on Them it depends, whether ſuch 
a Net, ſo far advanced, through ſo many Diff 


culties, 
+ By Mr. Batt of hummer, 
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—_ ſhall be carried on ſtill, and gain ground 
_ continually, as it eaſily may; or whether it ſhall 
fall back, and fink into Nothing, with very little 
Hope of being ever revived : That he will move 


wiſe Men to think, what the publick Intereſt re- 


| quires of them; and benevolent Perſons, to regard 


the private Happineſs of their Fellow-Creatures : 
true Chriſtians, to ſupport and enlarge the King- 
dom of their Maſter with Zeal ; true Proteſtants, 


to filence effectually the Boaſts and Reproaches of 


the Romaniſis on this Head; and all true Friends 


of our Religious Eftabliſhment, to endeavour, that 
it may gain as honourable a Pre-eminence as pofli- 


ble, over the reſt of the Reformed CR, in ſo. 


| good a Work. 


Perſons m plentiful 8 1 FOTO 5 


at a loſs for Ways in which they may give Alms, 

will here find one undoubtedly proper Way. And 

Perſons in Arrear to Religion and Charity, have an 

; excellent Opportunity offer d them, of paying the 

They who plead the multitude of other 
VExpences, might, a very great Part of them, by 

S withdrawing but a little of what they ought from 

| and Vanity, qualify themſelves for 
| Liberalities, which will turn hereafter to a much 

And ſuch as make the Increaſe 

| of Taxes their Excuſe, ought to conſider, that as 

Providence hath brought that Increaſe upon us, by 

permitting us to ſuffer ſo much from our Enemies, 

in 1 that Part of the World, where we have done ſo 

he little a 
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little for God; eſpouſing His Cauſe is the likelicf 
Method of deriving a Bleſſing on our Own: and if 
we neglect it, whatever may befall us there, we 


muſt impute to ourſelves. We enjoy very great 


Advantages from thence : the Government, large 


| Revenues ; the Nation in general, a moſt benefici- 


al Trade; every one of us, ſomething or another, 
uſeful or agreeable in Life, It is therefore our 
common Concern, both to do Good where we 
have received it; and to do it in ſuch manner, as 
may beſt ſecure our continuing to receive it. But 


they more eſpecially, who are now raiſing Fortunes 
by Commerce with our American Settlements, or 
who poſſeſs acquired or hereditary Eſtates, of which 


that Commerce laid the Foundation, they ſhould 


think often, how much hath accrued to them from 
the Produce of theſe Colonies, the Country of theſe 


| Tudians, the Labour of theſe Negros; and reflect 


very ſeriouſly, what Returns, poſſibly Juſtice, at 


leaſt Gratitude, and in many Caſes Prudence allo, 


as well as Piety, direct them to make. 


Some perhaps may approve one Part of this Un- 
dertaking beyond the reſt : and whatever they give, 


will be applied, if they defire it, to that alone. 


Some may be unwilling to let their Benefactions 
appear: and ſuch may with Eaſe tranſmit them 


pPrivately: the Donation will be acknowledged, the 
Donor unknown. But though Charity given in 


ſecret, from a Principle of Humanity, be laudable 


in the higheſt Degree ; oy when the Motive 15 
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Tear of Ridicule or Cenſure from a profane 8 


this argues a Weakneſs of Mind, very dangerous 
to thoſe Who are influenced by it, and very preju- 


dicial to Religion: which cannot have a more ſea- 


ſonable Service done it, than if all Perſons indeed, 
eſpecially of Rank and Influence, who inwardly 
wiſh well to it, would openly patronize the ſeve- 


1 ral Deſigns formed to promote it. 
The Deſign now before us, both deſerves and 
requires a general Co-operation, to produce its 


complete Effect : That they who are able, ſhould 


contribute to it, in proportion to their Ability; and 
they who are not, ſpeak well of it, and pray for 


it: that we of the Society ſhould be vigilant and 


tenance and protect the Work; for in their Power 


it is, to forward or obſtruct it very greatly: that 
the People in general there, ſhould not only be 
willing to let all under them and around them par- 
take of the Grace of Life,* but earneſtly invite them 


to it, with Meebneſs of Wiſdom, and by the moſt 
- prevalent of Arguments, a good Converſation.) But 


beyond the reſt it is neceſſary for every one con- 


cerned in the immediate Execution of the Deſign, 


always to remember, that bad as it is in other 


Teachers of the Goſpel to behave in a manner un- 
worthy of their Profeſſion, it will be yet worſe in 
Them, if they take an uncommon Character up- 
8 8 
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active, prudent and impartial in our Adminiſtrati- 
on: that Perſons in Authority abroad ſhould coun- 
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on themſelves, only to diſhonour it; and compaſ? 
Sea and Land,* with no other Effect, than to make 
God's Name be blaſphemed amongſt the Gentiles : * 


that They ought with peculiar Diligence to oe 
Righteouſneſs, Faith, Charity, Peace; > holding faſt 


the faithful Word, as they have been taught, that 


they may be able, by found Doctrine, both to exhort 
and convince the Gainſayers; e that they ought to b- 
 inflant, in ſcaſon, out of ſeaſon; to watch, endure 


Aftictions, and make full Progf of their Miniſtry,* 


 ſhewing tro in all things Patterns of good 


Works < 


Theſe then are our ſeveral Duties: and great 
will be our Reward for performing them. Let us 
all therefore, each in his . ariſe and be doing. 


and the La be with 15. f 
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